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A staff of engineers and experts was organ-ized, including M. Gaston Hervieu, gas engineer, Alexander Liwenthaal, an architect, and M. Colardeau, a mechanical expert. In Norway I chartered a steamship to carry us to Spitzbergen, again securing the old Frithjof, which had taken us to Franz Josef Land in 1898. A hydrogen gas apparatus of large capacity was built in Paris to be transported to Spitzbergen. One hundred and ten tons of sulphuric acid for making hydrogen were ordered from Reher and Ramsden, Hamburg, and seventy tons of iron turnings were secured in Norway. Tons of provisions were purchased from Armour & Co., Chicago, and Acker, Merrall & Conclit, New York, and shipped across the Atlantic. A shipload of timber and building material of all sorts was procured in Norway, clothing and general outfit in London, also instruments for navigational purposes. Sledges were ordered built to my specifications. Steel boats I ordered from Mullins, the well-known builder of Salem, Ohio, and a good suppy of malted milk from the celebrated Horlick establishment at Racine, Wis. Pumping engines, a steam engine and boiler, lathes, drills and tools for a machine shop were ordered in London.
This incomplete list will give the reader an idea of the wonderful lot of work which is in-